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THE THURRAWAL LANGUAGE,

THE THURRAWAL LANGUAGE.
By R. H. Maruews, L8, Corres. Memb. Anthrop. Soc.;.
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Bay, and extended inland for a considerable distance. For some
years past I have studied the Thurrawal tongue, and now submit
the grammatical outlines of its structure.
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Considerations of space
render it necessary to touch only upon the fundamental elements
of the language.
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I have discovered that many of the nouns, adjectives, prepo-
sitions and adverbs—in addition to the verbs and pronouns—are
inflected for number and person. This fact has not hitherto been
reported, to my knowledge, in any part of Australia, although to
some extent observed in certain islands of the Pacific Ocean.
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In verbs, pronouns, and other parts of speech subject to con-
jugation and inflection, there is a double form of the first person
of the dual and plural, which has also been observed in Polynesia,
and among the Amarinds of North America. Two forms of the
dual were noticed by Rev. L. E. Threlkeld among the aborigines
of Lake Macquarie, New South Wales, but he says this did not
extend to the plural.?
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'This paper claims to enlarge, in some degree, the circle of
Australian ethnology. Exhibiting the general ms.nogwm of any
native tongue must be valuable to philologiste, in enabling them
to compare our aboriginal languages with each other, and also
with those of the people of Polynesia and the East Indian Archi-
pelago, whence the primitive inhabitants of this Continent are

3 - . .

' An Australian Language (Sydney), pp. 17 and 91.
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156 : R. H. MATHEWS,

(ase.—The nominative case has two forms, ons of which &BE%
names the person or thing, as Wungar, a boy. The other form
representa the subject, or the instrument, in action, eg., ﬂxzcwz.p
bumarangga kerraiba, the boy a boomerang threw. Here the
name of the boy and that of the instrument each take a suffix,
Again, when the instrument is in the accusative case, a suffix ig
employed, as, Boomerangga kerraibadya, a boomerang threw I,
Moreover, these suffixes fluctuate according to the termination of
the word to which they are attached.

The possessive case has two suffixes, like the Thurrawal, as,
Dyingu kurungbi, a woman’s child (kurung). Any article over
which possession can be asserted is subject to inflection for number
and person hy means of suffixes, analogously to the Thurraws]
and Gundungurra, examples of which are not considered necessary,

Adjectives.—An adjective takes the same inflection as the
qualified noun, and follows it:—Ngunufl kaual, a flying-fox, male;
Ngununbula kaualbula, a couple of male flying-foxes ; Ngunun-
dyarralang kaualdyarralang, several male flying-foxes, 'The suffix
is often omitted in one of the words, the last one generally taking
the inflection.

The comparison of adjectives, and their conjugation like intran-
sitive verbs in certain cases, is analogous to the Thurrawal.

Pronouns.—The following are some of the nominative pronouns
in the singular—the dual and plural being passed over for want
of space, in this and undermentioned examples. The simple

nominative is given in the first column, and the nominative-agent
in the second.

‘\ st Person Ngaia Ngaiadya
Singular{ 2nd ,, . Nyindi Nyindidya
~ 3rd ,, Nanu Nanudya
Examples of the possessive pronouns are as under:
‘ 1st Person Mine Jannunggai
Singular< 2nd |, Thine Nyinnunggai
~ 3rd ,, His Nannunggai

Dative—J annawigu, for me, and so on. Ablative—Jannawi,
with me, and s0 on,

THE THURRAWAL LANGUAGE.

The following are some_interrogative vqouonwm"l..z‘os,?pmmqw.
Nyan, who! Nyands, who (did ity Hun.u.mnmﬂwou z.%wuuﬁﬁm&.
whose is thisf Dative, Nyangu, who forf Zoaigdo. u“mBm.
what? Dative, Mingangufi, what for. o e

Verbs.—Ths.verb bas three numbers, with the’ nsual persons,
tenses and m66ds. “'There. are also 'two orms in s-ammua person
of the dual and plural to express the F&zﬁ.ou or exclusion of the
individual addressed. As the manner of conjugating .awmmm.conwn
is substantially the same as in the Thurrawal, exigencies of space
compel me to omit them. |

Adverbs.—Yellufi, how! Wattungga, where! Wilguja, whither?
Kabu, by and bye; Yuin, yes; Beal, no; Murraga, perhaps;
Burrapur, to-morrow.

Prepositions, Conjunctions and Inferjections.—Space will u,oa
admit of examples of these.

Numerals.—One, wagulwai; two, buler ; three, buriwai ; four,
> T n
wagulwurri, apparently a derivation from “one-three.

Every part of speech which can be inflected for person and
number in the Thurrawal language can be treated in a similar

manner in the Dharruk, \&aﬁxw ::\m\m\ )
H

VocABULARY OF DHARRCK WoORDS,

The Family, & The Human Body.
A man, dhulli we %?\» Head, kobbara
An old man, kaianyungd! m.o...mrmwm. ngurran
Husband, mullaming g4 . Ww—a%m rmw.m.. gittan
Clever man, kuraji wwingm eard, yarring yevu,
Child, kurung . bnnalidy. L Eye, mibberai ,P?Q..
Small boy, 1::@9&?;&;&; Nose, nuga T
Boy carried in bag (on mother’s Neck, kungga ..S_.\Nz\ J throdX )
back), wungara juguma Ear, kuri «Aha . :
A woman, dyin wman * Mouth, mundu ngaih
Old woman, imqmuwgm&»\ Lips, willin o
Wife, dyinmang sl Teeth, Yira <
Girl, durungaling 25?&):». Breast Ammz_p_mv_ .umzc,vﬁ.,m QN&S,Z.}O
Father, bianya ?&i! Navel, mumbirri worng

Mother, waianya qumnidyeq . Belly, EEmE
Decrepit old persop, harabundi Rump, kurpa
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Anus, bungading
Flank, binnin

Back, ,v:v& W.FP
Penis, winji

n» -
¥
v Boindar—,

Testicles, karau
;, Vulva, mundara

Utrine, yillabil KL

. Excrement, kuni

‘&MQ(\Q(P Copulation, nguttath

o Masturbation, ganmi

7 ,.e~} Venereal, midjung

R. H, MATHEWS, ,

"Erection, wathuk m\_\t.v:kwe( {
/ gorn's o
fodiba. Hair on pudendz, nguruguri

w..i.\.\(?
Bexual desire, kuthaling

p v
Nutthi

- Arm, nurung Ep\(

Hand, dhummar ~wou

Thigh, dhurra
Knee, kuruk
Foot, dunna
Paunch, kurrema
Blood, mula §o-0C
Fat, kurai
Bone, jara

bnion

Inanimate Natural Objects. * Sh " " Mammals,

Sun, kufi o
Moon, jillak bl

futeds
Pleiades, dhinburri
Sunshine, bunnal

i.r(r\xwi))\
dhire ey
Lo

Stars, kimperwali mq?q(ﬁh\
~-Orion’s Belt, dhungagil

\\ VAR AR I
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W 2 A
v hodoid, | b,
{ ,wbl(&- m.?!{wowb\?i

Camp, ngurra ¢osvwa.
Fire, kwiang ¥ QREC
Hut, gunji dradhan
Smoke, kudjal .

Y O

Rasig™
Night, minnek
Morning, burpigal-~
Evening, waragsl

-A splinter, dhyra,
Hill, bulga mﬁNﬁ\m
Grass, durawai
Bark shed by gum and other

trees, kurrung-durrung
Hole in a tree, kumir .
Leaves of trees, jirang macc.\,b
Bird’s nest, ngurra gL
Eggs, kubbin ¢3 ,
Honey, kudyung waveamg- wwwa
Edible grub, burradhun
Pathway, muru PowL km& ’

Shadow of a tree, bulu K
Tail of animal, dun ~

ki
sk

Native besr, kulamafi w._:m(or

Dog, mirri madfia
Opossum, wali woude,

Kangaroo-rat, kanaming gumon.

z\qm“,:;@w.ar. Native-cat (black and %Eamv\ o

bulungga

‘Thunder, B:Esmih.?w\fvﬁbh Native-cat (black and yellow),

Lightning, jerraral ;
Rain, muruku 4w
Dew,
Fog,

kurpufi  guor-

Frost, dalara  cUniwndheone  Flying squirrel,
Hail, kuruwillang dhaiar

?
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gillabitt gug L

muraging
Rock wallaby, wollabi
Flying-fox, ngunusi
Bandicoot, burraga § wy
bangu
Sugar squirrel, chubbi

Fresh water, bado m;\?w?ﬂé‘ Ringtail opossum, bukari

The ground, dubbar
Mud, millusi ey

A

A stone, kiber s~olaron

Sand, marang

AAAR

Light, killi dlear

HU@S._QQEQ mes.N
Heat, yuroka
y O \A.uo_maommn duggara
?,\7(1 ~ak Wt s, bl nE,
v ngumm, €000 Gam a

¢ memc,(
9q \AH,\\\J;
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Wy, % Aarnd .f»”.

-

- %

ot Kangaroo, buru

sw:oow.nﬁ:
Lo, bitthaos o1 yolase
Birds. 3

wm_.mm no:.m.on?mq_ v&mn &\mdwww?wn\
Crow, wagun wrécin :
Launghing jackass, kukundi
Curlew, warebun .’ (-

( wolew hal  gumcn
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v «gx.v?\( m:&?«_;
Quail, mounmbi F@ ;
me.m_m,rwsw. bura By ing
Emu, Bpagmgi?\

~Common magpie, Wpaswwi,%ﬁ.& oy

Black magpie, wibbung
“Mopoke, binnit

‘Night owl, budhawa

Bronze wing pigeon, kutging
‘Lark, murrajulbi

Rosella parrot, bunduluk
Blue Mountain parrot, warin
-Greenleek parrot, kuma
Parrakeet, jirrang

-Common hawk, kutthawai
King-fisher, jirramba

Ak

. A S
-Crane, durali jwva ga

2 - YSNPR WN
4 ner Yeuae
"Perch, wuggar
:Sprat, kumbara
Eel, burra
Gudgeon, duru L
Turtle, kutukulung weamiioa
Muscle, juggung g
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guana, WITTIga wusmigus 4

Water lizard, bidjiwong ~ , |
Small lizard, bunburra e dAat
Black snake, jirrabity

Frog, w::m-m::m,m:.a..y 4

spor

[

BALS
Brown snake, S.:.J auan,
o i b A IR LR S
T ~ Ingeets, ™ \UW\

‘Large locust, bullanguruiia.
Small locust, jirrabirrin
wBlow, fly rmarang gure

5%*::&%: RRTTOIN
Nit of louse, jagara socas
Jumper ant, juljulvad i - ox
Bull-dog ant (red), kut-mut
Bull.dog ant (black), ,.,ﬁw}wwmﬂmb
Centipede,
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Pee-wee, birrerik wc?.ww)&“w W
Plover, burranjarung raid. i e

.

‘White cockatoo, kirrawe muyae
{

Sleepy lizard, muggadung wjs»

Al

g
s

Mosquito, dyura romng ™

Scorpion, dundi gum.e )

Green-head \mca, kunuma Lorary

Trees m&»‘%«\w mvwm\mms

Any leaning tree, bulbi

I .
gi\«)\

Pt 4
Black duck, yurungaifudhaniscs ‘Any dead tree, kwibul

Any hollow tree, birreko
Ti-tree, (soft bark), budjor
Ti-tree (prickly), bunya
Apple-tree, bunda
Stringybark, buran

Wattle, wattungulle
Ironbark (broad leaf), dirrabari

» (parrow leaf), muggargra -

Cherry tree, kwigan
Gum-tree, yarra
Jeebung, mambara
Corkwood, kulgargru
Bullrushes, baraba
Yam, midifi . .

o .qw?é.,.@v&wﬁwmm e, S:w.rr
Tomahawk, mogo Kawrnh A it.. :
Koolamin, kungun e wes2- Avcim&...,n... i
Yamstick, kunni /& Mmﬁ

Spear, of wood, kummai

Spear, reed, wari

Spear-thrower, Womra «ur gva vttt

Spear-shield, hilamong %AS\.T;\

Waddy-shield, millathusth .

Club with knob, kuburra - -
+Club, plain, bundi ~wwuddo”

Boomerang, bumarafi oot

Net bag, juguma

§aAl
D fi ey

Adjectives.
Alive, muthung wu.rave
Dead, baletti h&?i&éi\
Large, mari foyo.f
ol . Wn&i?&

Small, ngurrang

swerwTall or long, kurare %\:\Nﬁ\t

Low or short, munal %ec“ ?\\.\xh
Good, ngubaty, Kedb :
Bad, kuraji 4uwggk

Thirsty, durral MFQ\\A\R

w.onm‘ ..mm.ﬂn.m Xﬂtﬁﬁ\bjfﬁ.‘.\i.\g\w
White, burrakutti {uifa

A
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-Anus, bungading
Flank, binnin
Back, buyu

Penis, winji
"Erection, wathu
Testicles, karau
Vulva, mundura

fudda.

Utine, yillabil /el
. Excrement, kunij
Bexual desire, kuthaling

. oS

Copulation, nguttaths

,en } Venereal, midjung

{hads” Arm, nurun 5 s
4 R g
Hand, dbummar o
..HE.MF dhurra  mudd e

Knee, kuruk &«S&d
Foot, dunna 4uifur

Paunch, kurrema

Blood, mala 5000
Fat, kurai U Brvne
Bone, jara bion

Inanimate Natural Objects.

Sun, kuf Lal

Moon, jillak ‘4ot

-Orion’s Belt, dhungagil
Pleiades, dhi

, : . . D im ' Reptiles,
nburri “wwi-o. Native. L (et ag boepe
.m:zm;:.zﬁ bunnal ,.zén\ T Native Mw_ozmum_mww and sgnmvo\:&m Hmsz?..é_nﬁmw.ii?w
Thunder, murungal h R Native.ost (blask and yal] Water lizard, bidjiwohg N
Lightning, jerraraldlm oo mnuragi yellow), Sleepy lizard, muggadung Wi
Rain, muruky ., ) Rock ém:m&m ng abi Bmall lizard, W::v:.:.p M_FmLhr
Dew, gillabif m;m_.\m Flying fox :.M.:M%mm ! Black snake, .::.wﬁm.mw ;
Fog, kurpug gulon  Bandiroot’ burraga gieu Frog, kung-gung 4 8 Hakos
Frost, dalara s dhcre Flying mmpmz.o_ ba 7 Brown mbpMo. murfigauan
Hail, kuruwillan dhousm . » DAngu o Thewll pan Insecta, Lad,
Fresh g > . Sugar squirrel, chubbt . v
Losh water, bado m.:SmA ‘= Ringtail opossum, bukarj Large locust, v::w:mesrg?
wdﬁﬂwm«oﬂmm mzz.vww . ot Kangaroo, bury Swmall locust, jirrabirrin
y Mitiy S 1 . h ~ - WAL Tl
A stone, kiber §9‘ v arwgwmwos,rw&”rgm %MN« %\F.‘m ! W%.Mm s_m.nwwﬂ“wgmm o K
Mm.:_%, arang gumbo ca . Birds, i Nit of louse, jagara galas
Hu—mwo. killi hilean . Birds collectively, bujan df www,‘i ! -Jumper ant, juljulmilis . ac
mm:. ness, minne ?&c(r Crow, wagun vsém, Bull-dog ant (red), .ca.szm_..
bt eat, yuroka .. Laughing Jackass, kukundi <oy, - ~ Bull.dog ant (black?; a)i
T rmmsmmmu mz@mmpg o Curlew, warebun wlio nm}m © ot :Centipede, Jjingring Lo
", 1 m.pco mxip.WS:\ f Walaw hall m..s,?ﬁ\c. St idde, L
. ) Y H T rak) LS ¢ N B g
RS SO S ’ m}&.%i& oegglr tia, Ry Y AN .?h?t
.?....?‘ - ,\.\,,.t,,)r. ) K\f,na?.:o_ ﬁnt\rn( s . .
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{ hbt(m.g %z...howgr& &
Camp, ngurra v, Quail, moumbi i
MB. kwiang w&«f\ mm%m.rwa.y ur
ut, gunji L.s.{:g‘ Emu, mariangg picd
maowm. wr&L i .O“:m.cn.smwnmo....wwnﬁr .
{ oo nnuf mﬁ H M\ thf& i Black magpie; wibbun,

ey .
k m(hc.v :
brrn

] Fes oL Night, minnek
Hair on pudendee, nguruguri

%I\((D\

kalaie, ilee Masturbation, ganmillutthi

Stars, kimperwalj gobnial

-
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Black duck, yurungaibutlhe
Mopoke, -binnit- . b o
Night owl; budhawa - - )
Bronze wing pigeon; kutging
Lark, murrajulbi " :

Rosella parrot, bunduluk
Blue Mountain parrot, warin
-Greenleek parrot, kuma
Parrakest, jirrang

Common hawk, kutthawai
Kingfisher, jirrapba ...:
Pee-wee, birrerik by
Plover, burranjaru

Morning, burpiga) - -
Evening, waragal wis
A splinter, dhyragg
Hill, bulga RN: wl
Grass, durawaj &vw\s;t
Bark shed wwww_:d and other
trees, kurrun -durrun
Hole in a tree, wssmw 8
Leaves of trees, Jjirang mﬁss\cﬁ
:wcmﬁ%s}‘t

Bird’s nest,

Eggs, kubbin §o

’

; L harcn dhwwa Corkwood, kulgargra
Edin plUdyong i em g Crane, dural fumiga ~ Bullrushes, b
ible grub, burradhun White cockatoo,, kirrawe muuar e
Pathway, mury A B~ boids ) i ._E.“ Yam, midia

v WMM%_. ,ﬁ«ﬁfﬂhﬂﬁﬁ?&?

.Sprat, kumbara’

Shadow of g tree, buly ") ,
Tail of animal, dun — .
e o e i,

Eel, burra
Native bear kulamafi cud.a, ‘Gudgeon, duru .
Dog, mirri gm Turtle, _a.cgrz_zsmco
Opossum, walj woude. Muscle,

Juggung g
Kangaroo-rat, kanaming oL

Iy L

3¢

: Mosquito, dyura. =

maoqwmon.,. dundi ‘guwie no

Quomﬁ.vo&..”\n.n«m,ﬁﬁuz & Lol o

- Treesand Plahis: o

L Any leaning tree, balbi ,
Any dedd tree, kwibul . . |

Any hollow tree; birreko

Ti-tree, (soft bark), budjor

Ti-tree (prickly), bunys

Apple-tree, bunda

Stringybark, buran

Wattle, wattungulle

Ironbark (broad leaf), dirrabari

» (narrow leaf), muggargru .

Cherry tree, kwigan

Gum-tree, yarra

Jeebung, mambara

\?E«gﬁa” -

{ Tomahawk, mogo Kuwk & Lim
“Koolamin, kungun t.,.th? § .
Yamstick, wcuactm“f. e
Spear, of wood, kummai fdhany
Spear, reed, wari .
Spear-thrower, womra, wreva~whiv o

Spear-shield, hilamong Zunim
Waddy-shield, millathurth
?wcc

Club with knob, kuburra .
Club, plain, ?.:.-& rualal
Boomerang, bumaraf - burranw
Net bag, juguma

Adjectives. -,
Alive, muthung waocavy
Dead, baletti. {ailwns -
Large, mari, L
Small, ngurrang
Tall or long, kurare

Low or short, Enuwngtkﬂtm e

Good, ngubaty Kedé-o
Bad, kuraji AL
Thirsty, durral 4w
Red, jarri e gl
White, burrakutti 4u.lo.’

«g%rqg S




Black, butu 4
Full, buruck ngo
Quick, baro Rty VVy
Slow, wurral bdh o,
Blind, mufiming m,,
Deaf, kumbarobalon
Strong, bulbwul .
Valiant, B:«ooum
Afraid, jerrun gk
Right, budyer Mot
Wrong, WE.&._‘ oot

Tired, wunal gl

] . .omwm.;szumrwmum

)

Lean, jarra jarrs
Cold, tuggara et

Bodos
Angry, kular .
Sleepy, nungea ~p o
Glad, _.B&E.WMR! Nx&

Sorry, ngandu

Greedy, jirra

Grey-headed, warunggat

Sick, budjil

Stinking, kuja

Bald-headed, ngurranbulbg
[1it. moumrmpm&pnmu

Pregnant, bindhiwurra

Hollow, aga tree, etc., birreko

Verbs.

Die, boi
Eat, patama .
Drink, wittamg .
Sleep, nungare &_\ic&gwi
Stand, dharage
8it, ngulluwa

s Talk, paialla

& Tell, goanyi
* Walk, yanna
§*¢«Run, wumerra

- Wound

Mako,

-Btrike,

baiwures
bora

Steal, karama, A
Request, kulleg.
Blow, with
Climb, kalug -
Conceal, dutbs

g
:Seratch, jirranga \
ov.m\mm&%.*ﬂm.m oA
Stare at, Bcnemrsmni.f
Send, yenna . o,
Shine, killi .
Suck, wittams, bbung, lit,,
to m_.mawwm%s gowvgmxm
Swim, waringa gudica
Search for,

dh.
Whistle, woinga 1.
Pretend, wangit ,
Kiss, bonge ne ,:'H‘,
Vomit, S:z&?ﬂg
dungarg Ly
mulbari - G4,

Dance,
Dive,

j ”

Sting, windhurram :

+G% Bring, yalingefi
} & Take, manjay

Lm«\m«?.




